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Stafford Agriculture Advisory Commission - Regular Meeting leiS fEB l 5 P 3: ij 

February 14,2018 630PM 

Stafford Springs Community Center 

12 Buckley Highway 

Stafford Springs, CT 06076 

Members Present: 

David Mordasky 

Myron Avery 

Ken Crary 

Don Bradway 

Karl Milikowski 

Deb Szemreylo 

Savannah Rummel: arrived at 6:41pm 

Absent: 

Marty Abromaitis 

Also Present: 

Steven Clark, Alternate 

Bruce Dobson, Alternate 

Dave Perkins, ZEO 

1. Call meeting to order, establish quorum, and pledge of allegiance. Chairman Mordasky 
called meeting to order at 6:29pm, seated Steven Clark as alternate, quorum was established. 
Pledge of allegiance was said. 

2. Corrections and approve minutes of Special Meeting January 10, 2018. 

Myron Avery moves to accept the minutes of Special Meeting on January 10th 
, Don Bradway 

seconds the motion. All in favor. Motion carries. 



3. Correspondence and upcoming dates of SAAC events. 

A letter dated Feb 2nd 2018 to Mary Mitta from Marty Abromaitis. she will be resigning from 
SAAC due to a death in a family. Selectman will now appoint a commission member from 
applications that are submitted. 

Crystal Morawitz with the Stafford Community Farmers Market sent an email to David 
Mordasky; opening day is June 16th, 2018 for farmers market in the center of town. She added 
that their will be flyers sent out, and asked to please share information on Facebook and anyone 
interested in volunteering they would be more than welcome to give them jobs. 

4. Stafford Agricultural Product Publication progress. 

Bruce Dobson brought samples of logos for SAAC to look at. Bruce asked Dave Perkins to 
identifying 490 & forest land in Stafford Springs before we put farm stands on map. Savannah 
Rummel arrived at 6:41 pm. Dave Perkins said we could do a 30 % transparence green for the 
490, ag, and forestry. Discussion on what would be the best way to gather information of all the 
farm stands in Stafford. Don Bradway suggested to have SAAC be presented in the town 
spotlight for Stafford website. Roger A very suggests to do a write up in reminder that the SAAC 
would like to invite anyone who would like to be included on this map. Deb Szemreylo brings up 
new laws that restrict some farmers from sellingjars good. Don Bradway adds that some farmers 
might want to be identified on the map that don't necessarily sell goods. 

5. Agricultural farmland reclamation and production project 

Ken Crary walked the state land with Ted and received a group application. David Mordasky 
added that there is some concern with the SAAC filling out the form. It might be easier to have 
individuals apply rather than a group. Ted said that there is no fee. There has been concern about 
on SAAC clearing land and harvest hay. There concern is about the liability. The only thing that 
this particular parcel will allow will be a hay field. Ken Crary asked if we could become a 
commission not just an advisory commission. 

6. Final draft of regulations concerning Agricultural Engagement. 

ZPC meeting last night and stated that the regulations that we were recommending were 
acceptable. SAAC will vote on it tonight and bring it to the next ZPC meeting. Deb Szemreylo 
moved that we accept the agricultural engagement regulations. Myron A very Seconds the 
motion. All in favor. Motion carries 

7. SAAC Logo, Banner and Parade Float for consideration. 

Judith Mordasky explains the difference between different groups, their titles, and their duties. A 
committee is a group of volunteers that have one task. A commission is established with town 
legislation and it is more permanent than committees. Commissions cannot pass regulations or 
any ordinance. Councils are made up ofelected individuals only and typically have a term limit. 
A commission can be dissolved whenever the selectman decides that SAAC is not needed. Karl 
Milikowski adds that a banner and logo would promote the SAAC and be a good thing. Deb 
Szemreylo asked if horses are being taxed in the town of Stafford. Judith Mordasky answered 
that horses are taxed but do depreciate. 



8. SAAC involvement with SCFM 2018. 

SAAC has been invited to be involved. Karl Milikowski said that it would be a great idea to have 
a presence. Savannah added we could have one individual sign up for each weekend. Karl 
Milikowski suggested one weekend a month. Myron Avery makes a motion to participate one 
weekend a month. Don Bradway seconds. All in favor. Motion carries. 

9. Public comments and input. 

Judith Mordasky talked about applications for farmers market. Henry Szemreylo asked if SAAC 
could use help researching about community gardens. David Mordasky would love to have any 
help or input he could. Dave Perkins says community gardens are commonly regulated by parks 
and recreation departments. Dave Perkins talks about Chestnut Hill Farm and the intent by an 
individual to open up for retail. 

Future Projects suggested by David Mordasky: presentation by inlands & wetlands, presentation 
by historic commission as it relates to agriculture. Presentation on starting 4-H groups in 
Stafford. Presentation on 4-H and FFA that can be compliant with SAEP. Presentation on poultry 
production. 

Kim Milikowski asked about visiting other farms during meeting time. Dave Perkins and Don 
Bradway suggests possibly have an open house for individual farmers to promote agricultural 
and their farm. If a special meeting is called, the only items that can be discussed are on the ones 
that are on the agenda. Kim Milikowski and Judith Mordasky suggests for farmers to present to 
SAAC their product and give a five minute speech on their business. 

10. Commissioners vote on agenda items. 

Voted in previous points during the meeting. 

11. Adjournment 

Myron Avery moves to adjourn. Don Bradway seconded the motion. The meeting was 
adjourned at 8:03pm. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Deb Szemreylo 


